Canadian Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
Introduction
This system was put into operation on 1/7/1974 and reviewed in 1984 and 1994. In 2000, Canada added 570 items to the list of products that are eligible for duty-free treatment into the Canadian market for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs). These include various agricultural goods, fish and industrial goods, such as iron and steel, chemical products and children’s toys.

Goods granted preferential treatment 

Canada’s GSP product list includes a list of specific agricultural and industrial goods for which developing countries enjoy competitive advantage. However, this list excludes certain sensitive items, such as textiles, footwear, chemical substances and plastics. 
Canada has granted Egypt, as a developing country, tariff preferences for goods in the GSP schedule. Canada developed one schedule for all developing countries; this schedule includes all agricultural and industrial goods subject to reductions under the GSP umbrella, ranging from full exemption for some goods to partial reduction for others, according to the degree of sensitivity to the Canadian economy.

Safeguard measures
· If a particular Canadian industry submits a complaint claiming injury due to imported commodities under the GSP, the complaint is reviewed according to  the WTO agreements on subsidies, anti-dumping and safeguard measures.  If injury is proven, the Canadian authorities are entitled to withdraw preferences extended to these goods or to recommend import quotas for them.

· In addition, if injury is caused to a Canadian domestic industry due to an increase in imports of a specific commodity under the GSP, the Canadian authorities can withdraw preferences offered to these goods or to set quotas for them. 
